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(57) A tubular structure positioned in a borehole within . 
a subterranean formation comprises a first tubular 
member 115, and a second tubular member 210 
coupled to and overlapping with the first member 
115, the second tubular member being coupled to 
the first by the process of installing the second 
tubular member 210, an expansion cone 205, and a 
shoe 215 that defines an interior region for 
containing fluidic materials in the borehole, radially 
expanding at least a portion of the shoe 215 by 
injecting a fluidic material into the shoe, and 
radially expanding at least a portion of the second 
tubular member 210 by injecting a fluidic material 
into the borehole below the expansion cone. The 
expanded tubular member has the same inner 
diameter as the non-overlapping portion of first 
(pre-existing) tube 115 after expansion. The 
procedure may be repeated with further tubes 210, 




O 
CD 



CO 
CO 



Original Printed on Recycled Paper 




FIG.1 



1/29 




2/29 




FIG. 2b 



3/29 



215 220 




FIG. 2d 



4/29 




5/29 




6/29 




230 

FIG. 3a 




7/29 




8/29 




10/29 




11/29 . 




12/29 




13/29 




16/29 




FIG. 12b 

18/29 



ii 



305bf 305beJ J- 



305a 




305b 



FIG.. 13a 



21/29 . 




22/29 




23/29 




24/29 




25/29 




26/29 




29/29 



1 



2403970 



_M©WODJAWlETER WELLBORE CASING 
Cross Reference To Rotated Applications 
This application is a continuation-in-part of U.S. utility application serial number 
09/454.139, attorney (Socket number 25791.3.02, filed on 12/3/1999, which claimed the 

5 benefit of the filing date of U.S. provisional patent application serial number 

60/111,293, attorney docket number 25791.3, filed on 12/7/1998, the disclosures of 
which are incorporated herein by (reference. 

This application is reflated to the following: (1) U.S. patent application serial no. 
09/454,139, attorney docket no. 25791 .03.02, filed on 12/3/1899, (2) U.S. patent 

1 0 application serial no. 09/511 0,91 3, attorney docket no. 25791 .7.02, filed on 2/23/2000, 
(3) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/502,350, attorney docket no. 25791.8.02, filed 
oh 2/10/2000, (4) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/440,338, attorney docket no. 
25791.9.02, filed on 11/15/1899, (5) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/523,460, 
attorney docket no. 25791 .1 1 .02, filed on 3/10/2000, (8) U.S. patent application serial 

15 no. 09/51 2,895, attorney docket no. 25791 .12.02, filed on 2/24/2000, (7) U.S. patent 
application serial no. 09/51 1 ,©41 , attorney docket no. 25791.16.02, filed on 2/24/2000, 
(8) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/588,948, attorney docket no. 25791 .17.02, filed 
on 6/7/2000, (9) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/559,122, attorney docket no. 
2579123.02, filed on 4/28/2000, (10) PCT patent appfaHon serial no. 

20 PCT/US00/18835, attorney docket no. 25791.25.02, filed on 7/9/2000, (11) U.S. 

provisional patent application serial no. 60/162,871 , attorney docket rto. 25791 .27, filed 
on 11/1/1999, (12) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/154,047, attorney 
docket no. 25791 .29, filed on 9/16/1999, (13) U.S. provisional patent application serial 
no. 60/159,082, attorney docket no. 25791.34, filed on 10/12/1999, (14) U.S. 

25 provisional patent application serial no. 60/159,039, attorney docket no. 25791.36, filed 
on 10/12/1999, (15) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/159,033, attorney 
docket no. 25791.37, filed on 10/12/1999, (16) U.S. provisional patent application serial 
no. 60/212,359, attorney docket no. 25791.38, filed on 8/19/2000, (17) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 30/165,228, attorney docket no. 25791 .39, filed on 

30 1 1/12/1999, (18) U.S. provisions! patent application serial no. 60/221 ,443, attorney 
docket no. 25791.45, filed on 7/28/2000, (19) U.S. provisional patent application serial 
no. 60/221,845, attorney docket no. 25791.46, filed on 7/28/2000, (20) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/233,638, attorney docket rto. 25791.47, filed on 
9/18/2000. (21) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/237,334, attorney 

35 docket no. 25791 .48, filed on 10/2/2000, and (22) U.S. provision®! patent application 
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serial no. 60/262,434, attorney docket no. 25791.51, filed on 1/17/2001, the disclosures 
of which ere incorporated herein by reference. 

Background of the Invention 
This invention irelates generally to wellbore casings, and in particular to wellbore 
5 casings that are formed using expandable tubing. 

Conventionally, when a wellbore is created, a number of casings are installed in 
the borehole to prevent collapse of the borehole wall and to prevent undesired outflow 
of drilling fluid into the formation or inflow of fluid from the formation into the borehole. 
The borehole is drilled in inteirvals whereby a casing which is to be installed in a tower 

10 borehole interval is lowered through a previously installed casing of an uppar borehole 
Interval. As a consequence of this procedure the casing of the Cower interval is of 
smaller diameter than the casing of the upper interval. Thus, the casings am in a 
nested arrangement with rasing diameters decreasing in downward direction. Cement 
annuli ere provMed between the outer surfaces of the casings and the borehole wall to 

15 seal the casings from the borehole wall. As a consequence of this nested arrangement 
a relatively large borehole diameter is required at the upper part of the wellbore. Such 
a lauge borehole diameter involves increased costs due to heavy casing handling 
equipment large drill bits and increased volumes of drilling fluid and drill cuttings. 
Moreover, increased drilling rig time is involved due to (required cement pumping, 

20 cement hardening, required equipment changes due to large variations in hole 

diameters drilled in the course of the well, and the large volume of cuttings drilled and 
removed. 

The present invention is dfcecded to overcoming one or more of the limitations of 
the existing procedures for forming new sections of casing in a wellbore. 
25 Summary of the Invention 

According to erne aspect of the present invention, an apparatus for forming a 
wellbore rasing in a borehole located in a subterranean formation including a 
preexisting wefflbpre rasing is provided that includes a support member Intiudlng a first 
(fluid passe®®, an expansion com coupled to the support member including a second 
30 fluid passage ffluidScSy coupled to the first fluid passage, an expandabte tubular liner 
movabty coupled to the expansion cone, and an expandable shoe coupled to the 
expandable tubuSar liner. 

According to another aspect of the present Invention, a shoe is provided that 
includes an upper annular portion, an intermediate annular portion, and a tower annular 
35 portion. The intermediate annular portion has an outer circumference that is larger 
than ttes outer drcuntferences of the upper and lower annular portions. 



According to another aspect of th© present invention, a method of forming a 
wellbore casing in a subterranean formation having a preexisting wellbore casing 
positioned in a borehole is provided that includes installing a tubular liner, an expansion 
cone, and a shoe in the borehole, radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe by 
injecting a fluidic material into the shoe, and radially expanding at least a portion of the 
tubular liner by injecting a fluldte material into the borehote below the expansion oone. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus for forming 
a wslltoore casing in a subterranean formation having a preexisting wellbore casing 
positioned in a borehole is provided that includes means for installing a tubular liner, an 
expansion cone, and a shoe in the borehole, means for radially expanding at least a 
portion of the shoe, and means for radially expanding at (east a portion of the tubular 
liner. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus for forming 
a wellbore casing within a subterranean formation including a preexisting wellbore 
casing positioned In a borehole is provided that includes a tubular liner, and means for 
radially expanding and coupling the tubular liner to an overlapping portion of the 
preexisting wellborn casing. The inside diameter of the radially expanded tubular liner 
is substantially equal to the inside diameter of a non-overlapping portion of th® 
preexisting wellbore casing. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, a wellbore casing 
positioned in a borehole within a subterranean formation is provided that includes a first 
wellbore casing, and a second wellbore casing coupled to and overtapplng with the first 
wellbore casing. The second wellbore casing is coupled to the first wefflbora casing by 
th© process of: Installing the second wellbore casing, an expansion oone, and a shoe in 
the borehole, radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe by injecting a fluldlc 
material Into the shoe, and radialy expanding at least a portion of the second wellbora 
casing by injecting a fluidic material Wo the borehote below the expansion cone. 

According to another aspect of the present Invention, a method of foaming a 
tubutar structure in a subterranean formation having a preexisting tubular member 
positioned in a borehole is provided that includes instating a tubular liner, an expansion 
con®, and a shoe in the borehole, radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe by 
injecting a fluidic material Into the shoe, and radially expanding at least a portion of (th© 
tubular liner by injecting a fluidic material into the borehole below the expansion cone. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus for forming 
a tubular structure in a subterranean formation having a preexisting tubular member 
positioned In a borehole is provided that includes means for installing a tubular liner, ©n 
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expansion con®, and a she® In the borehole, means for radially expanding at least a 
portion of the shea, and means for radially expanding at least a portion of the tubular 
liner. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus for forming 
5 a tubular structure within a subterranean formation including a preexisting tubular 
msmbsr positioned In a borehole is provided that includes a tubutar liner and means for 
radially expanding and coupling the tubular liner to an overlapping portion of the 
presxisting tubular member. The inside diameter of the radially expanded tubular liner 
is substantially equal to the inside diameter of a non-overlapping portion of the 
1 0 ptnmteting tubular member. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, a tubular structure 
positioned in a borehole within a subterranean formation is provided that indudes a first 
tubular member and a second tubular member coupled to and overlapping with the first 
tubular member. The second tubular member Is coupled to the first tubular member by 
15 the prcosss of: installing She second tubular member, an expansion cone, and a shoe 
in th© borehole, radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe by injecHng a fluidic 
material into th® shoe, and radially expanding at least a portion of the second tubular 
msmter by InjecUrcg a fluidic material into the borehole betew the expansion cone. 

Brief Description of She Drawings 
20 FIG. 1 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view illustrating the drilling of a new 

section of a well borehole. 

FIG. 2 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view illustrating the placement of an 
embodiment of an apparatus for creating a mono-diameter wellbore casing within the 
new section of the well borehole of FIG. 1. 
25 FIG. 2s lis a cross-sectional v5®w of © portion of the shoe of the apparatus of 

FIG. 2. 

FUG. 2b is a cross-sectional view of another portion of the shoe off the apparatus 
off FIG. 2. 

FIG. 2c lis a cross-sectional view of another portion of the shoe of the apparatus 
30 off FIG. 2. 

FIG. 2d is a cra®s-secUonaO vtew of another portion off the shoe off the apparatus 
dlF\G.Z 

FIG. 2© Is a cross-sectional vaew of a portion of the shoe of the apparatus of 
FIG. 2a 



FIG. 3 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view illustrating the injection of a 
hardenable fluidic sealing material through the apparatus and into the new section of 
the well borehole of FIG. 2. 

FIG. 3a is a cross-sectional view of a portion of the shoe of the apparatus of 

5 FIG. 3. 

FIG. 3b is a cross-sectional view of a portion of the shoe of the apparatus of 
FIG. 3a. 

FfG. 4 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view illustrating the injection of a fluidic 
material into the apparatus of FIG. 3 in order to fluidicly isolate the interior of the shoe. 
10 FIG. 4a is a cross-sectional view of a portion of the shoe of the apparatus of 

FIG. 4. 

FIG. 4b is a cross-sectional view of a portion of the shoe of the apparatus of 
FIG. 4a. 

FIG, 5 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the radial expansion of the shoe of 

15 FIG. 4. 

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the lowering of the expandable 
expansion cone into the radially expanded shoe of the apparatus of FIG. 5. 

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the expansion of the expandable 
expansion cone of the apparatus of FIG. 6. 
20 FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the injection of fluidic material into 

the radially expanded shoe of the apparatus of FIG. 7. 

FIG. 9 Is a cross-sectional view illustrating the completion of the radial 
expansion of the expandable tubular member of the apparatus of FIG. 8. 

FIG. 10 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the removal of the bottom portion of 
25 the radially expanded shoe of the apparatus of FIG. 9. 

FIG. 1 1 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the formation of a mono-diameter 
wellbore casing that includes a plurality of overlapping mono-diameter wellbore 
casings. 

FIG. 12 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view illustrating the placement of an 
30 alternative embodiment of an apparatus for creating a mono-diameter wellbore casing 
within the wellbore of FIG. 1. 

FIG. 12a is a cross-sectional view of a portion of the shoe of the apparatus of 
FIG. 12. 

FIG. 12b is a cross-sectional view of a portion of the shoe of the apparatus of 
35 FIG. 1Z 
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FIG. 12c is a crcss-sectional view of another portion of ih® shoe of the 
apparatus of FIG. 12. 

FIG. 12d is a cross-sectional view of another portion of the shoe of the 
apparatus of FIG. 12. 

FIG. 13 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view illustrating the injection of a 
hardenable flutdic sealing material through the apparatus and into the new section of 
the wall borehole of FIG. 12. 

FIG. 13a is a cross-sectional view of a portion of the shoe of the apparatus of 
FIG. 13. . 

FIG. 14 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view illustrating the injection of a fluidlc 
material into the apparatus of FIG. 13 In orcJer to fluidicOy isolate the Interior of the shoe. 

FIG. 14a Us a crass-sectional view of a portion of the shoe of the apparatus of 
FOG. 14. 

FIG. 15 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the radial expansion of the shoe of 
FIG. 14. 

FOG. 16 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the lowering of the expandable 
expansion cone into the radially expanded shoe of the apparatus of FIG. 1 5. 

FIG. 17 is a cross-sectiona! view illustrating the expansion of the expandable 
expansion cone of the apparatus of FIG. 1 8. 

FIG. 18 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the injection of fluodic material Into 
the radially expanded shoe of the apparatus of FIG. 17. 

FIG. 18 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the completion of the radial 
expansion of the expandable tubular member of the apparatus of FIG. 18. 

FIG. 20 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the removal of the bottom portion off 
the radially expanded shoe of the apparatus of FIG. 19. 

Detailed Description of the Illustrative Embodiments 
Referring initially to FIGS. 1 , 2, 2a, 2b, 2c, 2d, 2e, 3, 3a, 3b, 4, 4a, 4b, and 5- 
10 0 an embodiment of an apparatus and method for forming a mono-diameter weOibor® 
casing within a subterranean formation will now be described. As illustrated In Fig. 1, a 
weltbone 100 is positioned in a subterranean ffcrmatfon 105. The wellborn 100 Snclludes 
a pmenexisHing cased secSon 110 having a tubular casing 1 15 and an annular outer 
layer 120 of a fluidic seaUng material such as, for example, cement. The w©llbora 1 00 
rroiy be positioned in any orientation from vertical to horizontal. In several altemafiiv® 
embodiments, the pre-existing cased section 110 does not Include fflft© annular outer 
leyw.120. 



In order to extend the wellbore 100 into the subterranean formation 105, a drill 
string 125 is used in a well known manner to drill out material from the subterranean 
formation 105 to form a new wellbore section 130. In a preferred embodiment the 
inside diameter of the new wellbore section 1 30 Is greater than the inskl© diameter of 
the preexisting wellbore casing 115. 

As illustrated In FIGS. 2, 2a, 23), 2c, 2d, and 2e, an apparatus 200 for forming a 
weBlbore casing in a subterranean formation is then positioned in the new section 130 
of the weMbore 100. The apparatus 200 preferably oncfludes an expansion cone 205 
having a fluid passage 205a that supports a tubular member 210 that includes a lower 
portfon 210a f an Intermediate portion 210b, an upper portion 210c, and an upper end 
portion 21 Qd. 

• Theexpansidn'cone205maybeany 
available expansion cones. In several alternative embodiments, the expansion cone 
205 may be controllabiy expandable in the radial direction, for example, as disclosed in 
U.S. patent nos. 5,348,095, and/or 6,01 2.523, the disclosures of which are 
incorporated hereon by reference. 

The tubular member 210 may be fabricated ffrom any number of conventional 
commercially available materials such as, for example, Oilfield Country Tubular Goods 
(OCTG), 13 chromium steel tubing/casing, or plastic tubing/casing. In a preferred 
embodiment, the tubular member 210 is fabricated from OCTG in order to maximize 
strength after expansion. In several alternative ©mbqdirmnrts, the tubular member 210 
may be solid and/or slotted. For typical tubular member 210 materials, the length of 
the tubular member 210 is preferably limited to between about 40 to 20,000 feet in 
length. 

The lower portion 210a of the tubular member 210 preferably has a (larger 
inside diameter than the upper portion 210c of the tubular member. In a preferred 
embodiment, the wall thickness of the Intermediate portion 210b off the tubular member 
201 Ss less than the wall Shlekrms of the upper portfon 21 0c off the tubular member in 
order to facilitate tho initiation of the radEal expansion process. In a pratonad 
embodiment, the upper end portion 21 Od off the tubular member 210 Us slotted, 
perforated, or oJhewfse modified to catch car stow down the expansion cone 205 when 
it completes the extrusion of tubular member 21 0. in a pnsferred embodiment, wall 
thickness of the upper end portion 210d of th© tubular member 210 is gradually tapered 
in order to gradually reduoe the required radial expansion forces during the latter 
stages of the radial expansion process. In this manner, shock loading conditions 
during th® latter stages of the radial expansion process arte at least minimized. 
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A shoe 215 is coupled to the tower portion 210a of the tubular member. The 
she© 215 includes an upper portion. 215a, an intermediate portion 215b, and tower 
portion 215c having a valveabte fluid passage 220 that is preferably adapted to receive 
a plug, dart, or other similar element for contrallably sealing the fluid passage 220. In 
5 this manner, the fluid passage 220 may be optimally sealed off by introducing a plug, 
dart and/or ball sealing elements into the fluid passage 220. 

The upper and lower portions, 215a and 215c, of the shoe 215 are preferably 
substantially tubular, and the intermediate portion 215b of the shoe Is preferably at 
least partially folded inwardly. Furthermore, in a preferred embodiment, when the 

10 intermediate portion 215b of the shoe 215 is unfoSded by the application of fluid 

pressure to th© interior region 230 of the shoe, the insWe and outside diameters of the 
intermediate portion are preferably both greater than the Inside and outside diameters 
of the upper and lower portions, 215a and 215c In this manner, the outer 
drcumfemnce of the intermediate portion 215b of the shoe 215 is preferably greater 

1 5 than the outside circumferences of the upper and tower portions, 215a and 21 5b, of the 
shoe. 

In a preferred embodiment, the shoe 215 further includes one or more through 
and sidle outlet ports in fluidic communication with the fluid passage 220. In this 
manner, the shoe 215 optimally injects hardenabte fluidic sealing material into the 

20 region outside the shoe 215 and tubular member 210. 

in an alternative embodiment, the flow passage 220 is omitted. 
A support member 225 having fluid passages 225a and 225b is coupled to the 
expansion cone 205 for supporting the apparatus 200. The fluid passage 225a is 
preferably fluidicly coupled to the fluSd passage 205a. In this manner, fluidic materials 

25 may be conveyed to and from the region 230 below the expansion cone 205 snd @bove 
the bottom of th© shoe 215. The fluid passage 225b os preferably flukJiciy coupted to 
the fluid passage 225a and includes a conventional control valve. In this- manner, 
during placement of the apparatus 200 within the weDiboire 100, surge pressures can be 
relieved by the fluid passage 225b. In a preferred embodiment, the support member 

30 223 further includes one or mora conventtonai oentraiizers (not illustrated) to help 
stabilize the apparatus 200. 

During plaosment of the apparatus 200 within the wellbore 100, the fluid 
passage 225© Us preferably selected to transport materials such as, far example, drilling 
mud or formation fluids at flow rates and pressures ranging from about 0 to 3,000 " 

35 gallons/minute and 0 to 9,000 pel in order to minimize drag on the tubular member 
being rum and to minimize surge pressures exerted on the wellbore 130 whlcto could 
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cause a loss of wellbora fluids and lead to hole collapse. During placement of the 
apparatus 200 within the wellbore 100, the fluid passage 225b is preferably selected to 
convey fluldic materials at flow rates and pressures ranging from about 0 to 3,000 
gallons/minute and 0 to 9,000 psa in order to reduce the drag on the apparatus 200 
5 during insertion into the new section 130 of the wellbor® 100 and to minimise surge 
pressures on the new welltoore section 130. 

A cup seal 235 is coupled to and supported by the support member 225. The 
cup seal 235 prevents foreign materiats from entering the interior region of the tubular 
member 210 adjacent to the expansion cone 205. The cup seal 235 may be any 

10 number of conventional commercially available cup seals such as, for example, TP 
cups, or Selective Injection Packer (SIP) cups modified In accordance with (the 
teachings of the present disctosure. In a preferred embodiment, the cup seal 235 is a 
SIP cup seal, available from Halliburton Energy Services In Dallas, TX In order to 
optimally block foreign material and contain a body of lubricant On several alternative 

1 5 embodiments, the cup seal 235 may include a plural Wy of cup seals. 

On© or more sealing members 240 are pretfetraWy coupled to and supported by 
the exterior surface of the upper end portion 210d of the tubular member 210. The 
seeling members 240 preferably provide m overlapping joint between the lower end 
portion 1 15a of the casing 1 15 and the upper end portal 210d of the tubular member 

20 210. The sealing members 240 may be any number of f^p^oml commercially 
available seals such as, for example, lead, rubber, Teftoffior ©poxy seals modlflod in 
accordance with the teachings of the present disctosure. On a preferred embodiment, 
the sealing members 240 are molded from Stratalock epoxy available from Halliburton 
Energy Servfoes in Dallas, TX in order to optimally provide a toad bearing interferenos 

25 fit between the upper end portion 210d off the tubular member 21 0 and the lower end 
portion 1 15a of the existing casing 115. 

In a preferred embodiment, the seaSing members 240 are selected to optimally 
provide a sufficient frfcttonal faros to support the expanded tubular member 2110 from 
the existing casing 115. In a prefemsd embodiment, the factional force optimally 

30 provided by the sealing members 240 ranges from about 1 ,000 to 1 ,000,000 Ibf in 
order to optimally support the expanded tubular member 21 0. 

In an alternate smbodJment, the sealing members 240 are omitted from the 
upper end portion 210d of the tubular member 2110, and a load bearing metal-to-metal 
interfeirenoe fit is provided between upper end portion of the tubular member and the 

35 tar end portion 1 1 5a of the existing rasing 1 15 by pteisticalDy deforming and radially 
expanding the tubular member into canted with the existing casing. 
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In a preferred embodiment a quantity of lubricant 245 is provided in the annular 
region above the expansion cone 205 within the interior of the tubular member 210. In 
this manner, the extrusion of the tubular member 210 off of the expansion cone 205 is 
facilitated. The Iubricant245 may be any number of ron«pntional commercially 
available lubricants such as, for example, Lubriplat^chtorine based lubricants, oil 
based lubricants or Climax 1500 Anfefeze (31 00). On a preferred embodiment, the 
lubricant 245 is Climax 1500 AnHsfeza (3100) available from Climax Lubricants and 
Equipment Co. In Houston, TX In order to optimally provide optimum lubrication to 
facilitate tha expansion process. 

In a preferred embodiment, the support member 225 is thoroughly cleaned prior 
to assembly to the remaining portions of the apparatus 200. In this manner, the 
introduction of foreign material into the apparatus 200 is minimized. This minimizes the 
possibility of foreign material clogging the various flow passages and valves of the 
apparatus 200. 

In a preferred embodiment, before or after positioning the apparatus 200 within 
the new section 130 of the wellbore 100, a coupte of wellbore volumes are circulated In 
order to ensure that no foreign materials are located within the wellbore 1 00 that might 
clog up the various flow passages and valves of the apparatus 200 and to ensure that 
no foreign material interferes with the expansion process. 

As illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 2e. in a preferred embodiment, during placement 
of the apparatus 200 within the wellbore 100, ftufdfc materials 250 within the wellbore 
that are displaced by the apparatus are at least partially conveyed through the fluid 
passages 220, 205a, 225a, and 225b. In this manner, surge pressures created by the 
placement of the apparatus within the weBbora 1 00 are reduced, 

As Illustrated in FIGS. 3, 3a, and 3b, the fluid passage 225b is then dosed and 
a hero-enable fluidfc sealing material 255 is then pumped from a surface location Into 
the fluid passages 225a and 205a. The material 255 then passes from the fluid 
passage 205a into the interior region 230 of the shoe 215 below the expansion cone 
205. The material 255 then passes from the interior region 230 into the fluid passage 
220. The material 255 then exits the apparatus 200 and fills an annutar region 280 
between the exterior of the tubular member 21 0 and the interior wall of the new section 
130 of the wellbore 100. Continued pumping of the material 255 causes the material to 
fill up at Beast a portion of the annular region 280, 

The material 255 is preferably pumped Into the annular regton 280 at pressures 
and flow rates ranging, for example, from about 0 to 5000 psl and 0 to 1,500 
galtons/rnln. r^psetivsay. .The optimum flow rate and operating pressures vary as a 
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function of ths casing and wellbore sizes, wallbore section length, available pumping 
equipment, and fluid properties of the fluidic material being pumped. The optimum flow 
rate and operating pressure are preferably determined using conventional empirical 
methods. 

The hardenable fluidic sealing material 255 may be any number of conventional 
commercially available hardenable fluidic sealing materials such as, for example, slag 
mix, cement, latex or ©poxy. In a preferred embodiment, the hardenable fluidic sealing 
material 255 is a blended cement prepared specifically for the particular well section 
being drilled from Halliburton Energy Services in Dallas, TX in order to provide optimal 
support for tubular member 210 while also maintaining optimum flow characteristics so 
as to minimize difficulties during the displacement of cement In the annular region 260. 
Ths optimum blend of the Wended cement is preferably determined using conventional 
empirical methods, in several alternative embodiments, the hardenable fluidic sealing 
material 255 is compressible before, during, or after curing. 

The annular region 260 preferably is filled with th© material 255 in sufficient 
quantities to ensure that, upon radial expansion of the tubular member 210, the annular 
region 260 of the new section 130 of the wellbore 100 will be filled with the material 
255. 

In an alternative embodiment the injection of the material 255 into the annular 
region 260 is omitted, or is provided after the radial expansion of the tubular member 
210. 

As illustrated in FIGS. 4, 4a, and 4b, once ths annular region 280 has been 
adequately filled with th® material 255, a plug 265, or other similar device, is introduced 
into the fluid passage 220, thereby fluididy isolating the interior region 230 from the 
annular region 280. In a preferred embodiment, a non-hatdenablle fluidic material 270 
Is then pumped into the Interior region 230 causing ths interior region to pressurize. In 
this manner, th© Interior region 230 off the expanded tubular member 210 will not 
contain significant amounts of the cured material 255. This also reduces and simplifies 
the cost of the entire process. Alternatively, the material 255 may be used during this 
phase of the process. 

As Illustrated In FIG. 5, in a preferred embodiment, the continued injection of 
the flukJEc material 270 pressurizes the region 230 and unfolds ths intermediate portion 
215b of the shoe 215. In a preferred embodiment, the outside diameter off the unfoWed 
intermediate portion 215b off the shoe 215 is greater than the outside diameter of the 
upper and Cower portions, 215a and 215b. of the shoe. In a preferred embodiment, the 
inside and outside diameters of th® unfolded intermediate portion 21 5b of the shoe 215 
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are greater than the inside and outside diameters, respectively, of the upper and tower 
portions, 21 5a and 21 5b, of the shoe. In a preferred embodiment, the inside diameter 
of the unfolded intermediate portion 215b of the shoe 21 5 is substantially equal to or 
greater than the inside diameter of the preexisting casing 1 15 in order to optimally 
facilitate th® formation of a mono-diameter wellbore casing. 

As illustrated in FIG. 6, in a preferred embodiment, the expansion cone 205 is 
then towered Unto the unfolded intermediate portion 215b of the shoe 215. In a 
preferred embodiment, the expansion cone 205 is lowered Into the unfolded 
intermediate portion 215b trf the shoe 215 until the bottom of the expansion cone is 
proximate the lower portion 215c of the shoe 215. In a preferred embodiment, during 
the lowering of the expansion cone 205 into the unfolded intermediate portion 215b of 
the shoe 21 5, the material 255 within the annular region 280 and/or the bottom of the 
mllbore section 130 maintains the shoe 215 in a substantia^ stationary position. 

As illustrated in FIG. 7, in a preferred embodiment, the outside diameter of the 
expansion oone 205 is then increased. In a preferred embodiment, the outside 
diameter of the expansion aam 205 Is increased as disclosed in U.S. patent rtos. 
5,348,095, and/or 6,012,523, the disclosures of which are Incorporate herein by 
reference. On a preferred embodiment, the outside diameter of the radially expanded 
expansion cone 205 is substantially equal to the inside diameter of the preexisting 
mllbore casing 115. 

In an alternative embodiment, the expansion cone 205 is not lowered into the 
radially expanded portion of th® shoe 215 prior to being radially expanded. In this 
manner, the upper portion 21 Oc of the shoe 21 0 may be radially expanded by the radial 
expansion of the expansion oone 205. 

In another alternative embodiment, th© expansion oone 205 is not (radially 
expanded. 

As Illustrated in FIG. 8, In a preferred embodiment a ffluidic matertal 275 ts then 
injected into the region 230 thmough the fluid passages 225a and 205a. In a preferred 
embodiment, once the Interior region 230 becomes sufffldentSy pressurized, the upper 
portion 215a of the shoe 215 and the tubular member 210 are preff©rab5y plastically 
deformed, radteliy expanded, and extruded off of the expansion con® 205. 
Furthermore, 5n a preferred embodiment, during the end of the radial expansion 
process, th® upper portion 21 Od of the tubular number and the lower portion of the 
preexisting casing 1 15 that overlap wKh one another are simultaneously plastically 
deformed and radially expanded. In this manner, a mono-diameter wetlbore casing 
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may be formed that includes the preexisting wellbora casing 1 15 and the radially 
expanded tubular member 210. 

During the extrusion process, the expansion cone 205 may be raised out of the 
expanded portion of the tubular member 210. In a preferred embodiment, during the 
extrusion process, the expansion cone 205 is raised at approximately the same rate as 
the tubular member 210 b expanded in order to keep the tubular member 210 
stationary relative to the new wellbora section 130. In this manner, an overlapping Joint 
between the radially expanded tubular member 210 and the tower portion of the 
preexisting casing 115 may be optimally formed. In an alternative preferred, 
embodiment, the expansion oone 205 is maintained In a stationary position during the 
extrusion process thereby allowing the tubular member 210 to exirude off of the 
expansion cone 205 and Into the new wellbore section 130 under the force of gravity 
and the operating pressure of too interior region 230. 

In a preferred embodiment, when the upper end portion 21 Od of the tubular 
member 210 and the tower portton of the preexisting casing 115 thai overtap with one 
another are ptastlcally deformed and radially expanded by the expansion cone 205, the 
expansion oone 205 is disposed out of the wellbore 100 by both the operating 
pressure within the region 230 and a upwardly directed axial force applied to the 
tubular support member 225. 

The overtopping joint between the lower portion offthe preexisting casing 115 
and the radially expanded tutoutar member 210 pnsferaWy provJdes a gaseous and 
fluidic seal. On a particularly preferred embodiment, the sealing members 245 optimally 
provide a fluidte and gaseous seal in the overlapping joint. In an alternative 
©mbodimont, the sealing members 245 are omitted. 

In a preferred embodiment, the operating pressure and flow rate of the fluidic 
material 275 is oantroilably ramped down when the expansion oone 205 reaches the 
upper end portion 210d of the tubular member 210. In this manner, the sudden release 
off pressure caused by the complete extrusion of the tubutar member 21 0 off of the 
expansion con© 205 can be minimized. fln a preferred embodiment," the operating . 
pressure is reduced in a substantiality linear fashion Sirom 100% to about 10% during 
the end of the extrusion process beginning when the expansion eon© 205 b within • 
about 5 feet from completion of the extrusion proosss. 

Altamaftofy, or in combination, the wall thickness of the upper end portion 
21 Od of the tubular msmfber b tapered In order to gradually reduce the required 
operating pressure for plastically deforming and radially expanding the upper.end 
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portion of the tubular member. In this manner, shock loading of the apparatus is at 
least reduced. 

Alternatively, or In combination, a shock absorber is provided in the support 
member 225 in order to absorb the shock caused by the sudden release off pressure. 
5 The shock absorber may comprise, for example, any conventional commercially 
available shod; absorber, bumper sub, or jars adapted for use in weDlfoore operations. 

Alternatively, or in combination, an expansion rone catching structure is 
provided In the upper end portion 21 Od of the tubular member 21 0 In order to catch or 
at least decelerate the expansion cone 205. 
10 In a preferred embodiment, the apparatus 200 is adapted to minimize tensile, 

burst and friction effects upon the tubular member 210 during the expansion process. 
These eSeeis will be depend upon the geometry of the expansion cone 205, the 
material composition of the tubular member 210 and expansion cone 205, the inner 
diameter of the tubular member 21 0, the wall thickness of the tubular member 210, the 
15 type of lubricant, and the yield strength erf the tubular member 210. In general, the 
thicker the wall thicfarcsss, the smaller the inner diameter, and the greater the yfeld 
strength of the tubular member 210, then the greater the operating pressures required 
to extrude the tubular member 210 off of the expansion cone 205. 

For typical tubular members 210. the extrusion of the tubular member 210 off of 
20 the expansion cone 205 will begin when the pressure of the interior ragton 230 
reaches, for example, approximately 500 to 8,000 psl. • 

During tha extrusion process, the expansfon cone 205 may be raised out of the 
expanded portion of the tubular member 210 at rates ranging, for example, (from about 
0 to 5 ft/sec In a preferred embodiment, during the extrusion process, the expansion 
25 cons 205 is raised out of the expanded portion of the tubular member 21 0 at rates 
ranging from about 0 to 2 fft/sec in order to minimize the time required for the expansion 
proosss while also permitting easy control of the expansion process. 

As illustrated in FIG. 9, once the extrusion process is competed, the expansion 
oone 205 is removed from the wellbcf© 100. In a preferred embodiment, either before 
30 or after the removal of the expansion cone 205, the Integrity of tha fluidle seal of the 
overlapping joint between the upper end portion 210d of the tubular member 210 and 
the tower end portion 1 1 5a of the preexisting wellbore rasing 1 1 5 is tested using 
ocmverrtional methods. 

In a prefemed embodiment,, if the fluidic seal of the overlapping joint between 
35 the upper end portton210d of the tubular member 210 amJ the lo«yer©mJpcrtfon 115a 
of the casing 1 1 5 Is satisfactory, then- any uncured' portion of the material 255 wKhln the 
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expanded tubular member 210 is than removed in a conventional manner such as. for 
example, circulating the uncured material out of the Interior of the expanded tubular 
member 210. The expansion cone 205 is then pulled out of the wellbore section 130 
and a drill bit or mill is used in combination with a conventional drilling assembly to drill 
out any hardened material 255 within the tubular member 21 0. In a preferred 
embodiment, the material 255 within the annular region 280 is then allowed to fully 
cure. 

As illustrated in FIG. 10, the bottom portion 215c of the shoe 215 may then be 
removed by drilling out the bottom portion of the shoe using conventional drilling 
methods. The wellbore 100 may then be extended in a conventional manner using a 
conventional drilling assembly. In a preferred embodiment, the inside diameter of the 
extended portion of the wellbore 100 is greater than the inside diameter of the radially 
expanded shoe 215. 

As illustrated In FIG. 1 1 , the method of FIGS. 1-10 may be repeatedly 
performed in order to provide a mono-diameter weHbore casing that includes 
overlapping wellbore casings 1 15 and 210a-210a. The wellbore casing 1 15, and 210a- 
210® preferably include outer annular layers of fluidic sealing material. Alternatively, 
the outer annular layers of fluidic sealing material may be omitted. On this manner, a 
mono-diameter wellbore casing may be formed within the subterranean formation that 
extends for tens of thousands of feet More generally still, the teachings of FIGS. 1-1 1 
may be used to form a mono-diameter wellbore casing, a pipeline, a structural support. 
or a tunnel within a subterranean formation at any orientation from the vertical to the 
horizontal. 

In a preferred embodiment, the formation of a mono-diameter wellbore casing, 
as illustrated In FIGS. 1-11, is further provided as disctosed In one or more of the 
fetewirtg: (1) U.S. patent application serial no. 08/454.139, attorney docket no. 
25701.03.02. filed on 12/3/1999, (2) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/510,013. 
attorney docket no. 25791.7.02, filed on 2/23/2000. (3) U.S. patent application serial 
no. 09/502.350. attorney docket no. 25791.8.02, led on 2/10/2000. (4) U.S. patent 
application serial no. 09/440,338. attorney docket no. 25791 .9.02. filed on 1 1/1 5/1 989, 
(5) U.S. patent appKcatton serial no. 09/523,480, attorney docket no. 25791 .1 1 .02, filed 
on 3/10/2000. (8) U.S. patent application mM no. 09/512,895. attorney docket no. 
25791.12.02, filed on 2/24/2000. (7) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/51 1,841, 
attorney docket no. 25791.18.02, filed on 2/24/2000, (8) U.S. patent application serial 
no. 09/588,848, attorney docket no. 25791.17.02, filed on 8/7/2000, (9) U.S. patent 
appltoation serial no. 08/559,122, attorney docket no. 25791.23.02. filed on 4/28/2000, 
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(10) PCT patent application serial no. PCT/USOO/18635, attorney docket no. 
25791.25.02, filed on 7/8/2000, (11) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/162,671, attorney docket no. 25791.27, filed on 11/1/1999, (12) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/1 54,047, attorney docket no. 25791 .29, filed on 
9/16/1999, (13) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/159,082, attorney 
docket no. 25791.34, filed on 10/12/1999, (14) U.S. provisional patent application serial 
no. 60/159,039, attorney docket no. 25791.36, filed on 10/12/1999, (15) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/159,033, attorney docket no. 25791 .37, filed 
on 10/12/1999, (16) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/212,359. attorney 
docket no. 25791.38, filed on 6/19/2000. (17) U.S. provisional patent application serial 
no. 60/165,228, attorney docket no. 25791.39, filed on 11/12/1999, (18) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/221,443, attorney docket no. 25791 .45, filed 
on 7/28/2000, (19) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/221,645, attorney 
docket no. 25791.46, filed on 7/28/2000, (20) U.S. provisional patent application serial 
no. 60/233,638, attorney docket no. 25791.47, filed on 9/18/2000, (21) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/237,334, attorney docket no. 25791 .48, filed on 
10/2/2000, and (22) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/262,434, attorney 
docket no. 25791.51, filed on 1/17/2001, the disclosures of which are Incorporated 
herein by reference. 

Referring to FIGS. 12, 12a. 12b, 12c, and 12d. in an alternative embodiment, an 
apparatus 300 for forming a mono-diameter wellbore casing is positioned within the 
wellbcxr® casing 115 that is substantially identical in design and operation to the 
apparatus 200 except that a shoe 305 is substituted for the shoe 215. 

In a preferred embodiment, the shoe 305 includes an upper portion 305a, an 
intermediate portion 305b, and a lower portion 305c having a valveabta fluid passage 
310 that is preferably adapted to receive a plug, dart, or other similar element for 
controllably sealing the fluid passage 310. In this manner, the fluid passage 310 may 
be optimally sealed off by Introducing a plug, dart and/or ball sealing elements Into the 
fluid passage 310. 

The upper and lower portions, 305a and 305c, of the shoe 305 are preferably 
substantially tubular, and the intermediate portion 305b of the shoe includes 
corrugations 305ba-305bh. Furthermore, In a preferred embodiment, when the 
intermediate portion 305b of the shoe 305 is radially expanded by the application of 
fluid pressure (to the interior 315 of the shoe 305, the Inside and outside diameters of 
the radially expanded Intermediate portion are preferably both greater than the inside 
and outside diameters of the upper and lower portions, 305a end 3050. In this manner, 
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the outer circumference of the intermediate portion 305b of the shoe 305 is preferably 
greater than the outer circumferences of the upper and tower portions. 305a and 305c, 
of the shoe. 

In a preferred embodiment, the shoe 305 further Includes one or more through 
5 and side ouM ports in fiuidic communication with tha fluid passage 310. In this 
manner, the shoe 305 optimally Injects haidenable fiuidic sealing material into the 
region outside the shoe 305 and tubular member 210, 

In an alternative embodiment, the flow passage 31 0 is omitted. 
In a preferred embodiment, as illustrated in FIGS. 1 2 and 12d, during 
10 placement of the apparatus 300 within the wellbore 100, fiuidic materials 250 within the 
wellbore that are displaced by the apparatus are conveyed through the fluid passages 
310, 205a. 225a. and 225b. In this manner, surge pressures created by the placement 
of the apparatus within the wellbore 1 00 are reduced. 

In a preferred embodiment, as illustrated In FIG. 13 and 13a, the fluid passage 
225b is then dosed and a hardenable fiuidic sealing materia) 255 Is then pumped from 
a surface location into (he fluid passages 225a and 205a. The material 255 then 
passes from the fluid passage 205a Into the interior region 31 5 of the shoe 305 below 
the expansion cons 205. The material 255 then passes from the interior region 315 
into the fluid passage 310. The material 255 then exits the apparatus 300 and fills ths 
20 annular region 280 batman the exterior of the tubular member 210 and the interior wall 
of the new section 130 of the wellbore 100. Continued pumping of the material 255 
causes the material to fill up at least a portion of the annular region 260. 

The material 255 is preferably pumped Into the annular region 260 at pressures 
and flow rates ranging, for example, from about 0 to 5000 psi and 0 to 1.5O0 
25 galtonsAnin. respectively. Tha optimum flow rate and operating pressures vary as a 
function of the casing and wellbore sizes, wellbore section length, available pumping 
equipment, and fluid properties of the fiuidic material being pumped. The optimum flow 
rate and operating pressure are preferably determined using conventional empirical 
methods. 

30 The hardenabte fiuidic sealing material 255 may be any number of conventional 

commercially available hardenable flufdfe sealing materials such as, for example, slag 
mix, cement, latex or epoxy. In a preferred embodiment the hardenable fiuidic sealing 
material 255 Is a blended cement prepared ©pacifically for the particular well section 
being drilled from Halliburton Energy Servioes In Dallas, TX In order to provide optimal 

35 support for tubular member 210 white also maintaining optimum flow characteristics so 
as to minimize difficulties during the displacement of cement In the annular region 280. 
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The optimum blend of the blended cement is preferably determined using conventional 
empirical methods. In several alternative embodiments, the hardenable fluidlc sealing 
material 255 is compressible before, during, or after curing. 

The annular region 280 preferably is filled with the material 255 in sufficient 
quantities to ensure that upon radial expansion of the tubular member 210. the annular 
region 260 of the new section 130 of the wellbore 100 will be filled with the material 
255. 

In an alternative embodiment, the injection of the material 255 into the annular 
regton 260 is omitted. 

As Illustrated in FIGS. 14 and 14a, once the annular (region 260 has been 
adequately filled with the material 255, a plug 265. or other similar device, is introduced 
into the fluid passage 310, thereby fiuidlcly isolating the interior region 315 from the 
annular region 260. In a preferred embodiment, a non-hardenable fluidic material 270 
is then pumped Into the interior region 315 causing the Interior region to pressurize. In 
15 this manner, the interior region 315 will not contain significant amounts of the cured 
material 255. This also reduces and simplifies the cost of the entire process. 
Alternatively, the material 255 may be used during this phase of the process. 

As illustrated in FIG. 15, in a preferred embodiment, the continued injection of 
the fluldSc material 270 pressurizes the region 315 and unfolds the corrugations 305ba- 
20 305bh of the Intermediate portion 305b of the shoe 305. In a preferred embodiment, 
the outside diameter of the unfolded intermediate portion 305b of the shoe 305 Is ' 
greater than the outside diameter of the upper and lower portions, 305a and 305b, of 
the shoe. In a preferred embodiment, the inside and outside diameters of the unfolded 
intermediate portion 305b of the shoe 305 are greater than theinskte and outside 
25 diameters, respectively, of the upper and lower portions, 305a and 305b. of the shoe. 
In a preferred embodiment, the inside diameter of the unff(^ed intermedtete portton 
305b of the shoe 305 is substantially equal to or greater than the inside diameter of the 
preexisting casing 305 in enter to optimize the formation of a mono-diameter weHbore 



30 As illustrated In FIG. 16. in a preferred embodiment, the expansion cone 205 is 

than kjosnsd Into the unfoldsd intamradlat© pmfcn 305b of Hhe shea 305. In a 
preferred embodiment, the expansion cone 205 Is lowered Info the unfolded 
intermediate portion 305b of the shoe 305 until the bottom of the expansion cone is 
proximate the tower portion 305c of the shoe 305. in a preferred embodiment, during 

35 the towering of the expansion corce 205 Into the unfolded Intermediate portion 305b of 
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the shoe 305. the material 255 within the annular region 280 maintains the shoa 305 in 
a substantially stationary position. 

As illustrated In FIG. 17, in a profaned embodiment, the outside diameter of the 
expansion cone 205 is then increased. In a preferred embodiment, the outside 
diameter of the expansion cone 205 is increased as disclosed in U.S. patent nos. 
5,348.005, and/or 8.01 2,523. the disclosures of which are Incorporate herein by 
reference. On a preferred embodiment, the outside diameter of the radially expanded 
expansion con® 205 is substantially equal to the oroide diameter of the preexisting 
weflbore casing 115. 

In an alternative embodiment, the expansion cone 205 is not lowered into the 
radially expanded portion of the shoe 305 prior to being radially expanded, in this 
manner, the upper portion 305c of the shoe 305 may be radially expanded by the radial 
expansion of the expansion cone 205. 

in another alternative embodiment, the expansion con® 205 is not radially 
expanded. 

As illustrated in FOG. 18, on a preferred embodiment, a fiuidic material 275 is 
than injected into the region 315 through the fluid passages 225a and 205a. In a 
preferred ombcdimsnt, once the interior region 315 becomes sufficiently pressurized, 
the upper portion 305a of the shoe 305 and the tubular member 210 are preferably 
plastically deformed, radially expanded, and extruded of? of the expansion cone 205. 
Furthermore, In a preferred embodiment, during the end of the radial expansion 
process, th® upper portion 21 Od off the tubular member and the tower portion of the 
preexisting casing 115 that overlap with one another are simultaneously plastically 
deformed and radially expanded. In this manner, a mono-diameter weBbore casing 
may be formed that Includes the preexisting wellbore casing 1 15 and the radlafly 
expanded tubular member 210. 

During the extrusion) process, the expansion cone 205 may b© raised out of the 
expanded portion of the tubular member 210. In a preferred embodiment, during the 
extrusion process, the expansion cone 205 is raised at approximately the same irate as 
the tubular member 210 (s expanded in order to keep th© tubular member 210 
stationary relative to th® new wellbore section 130. In this manner, an overlapping joint 
between the radially ©xpanded tubular member 210 and the lowar" portion of the 
preexisting casing 115 may be optimally formed. In an attematlve preferred 
embodiment, the expansion con® 205 is maintained in a stationary position during the 
extrusion process thereby allowing th© tubular member 210 to sxtrude off off tfta 
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expansion cone 205 and into the new wellbore section 130 under the force of gravity 
and the operating pressure of the interior region 230. 

In a preferred embodiment, when the upper end portion 21 Od of the tubular 
member 210 and the tower portion of the preexisting casing 1 15 that overlap with one 
another are plastically deformed and radially expanded by the expansion cone 205, the 
expansion cone 205 is displaced out of the Walloons 100 by both the operating 
pressure within the region 230 and a upwardly directed axial force applied to the 
tubular support member 225. 

The overlapping joint between the lower portion of the preexisting casing 1 1 5 
and the radially expanded tubular member 210 preferably provides a gaseous and 
fluidfe seal. In a particularly preferred embodiment, the sealing members 245 optimally 
provide a fluldtc and gaseous seal in the overlapping joint In an alternative 
embodiment, the sealing members 245 sre omitted. 

In a preferred embodiment, the operating pressure and flow rate of the ftufdfc 
material 275 is controllably ramped down when the expansion cone 205 reaches the 
upper end portion 210d of the tubular member 210. In this manner, the sudden release 
of pressure caused by the complete extrusion of the tubular member 210 off of the 
expansion cone 205 can be minimized. In a preferred embodiment, the operating 
pressure is reduced in a substantially linear fashion from 100% to about 10% during 
the end of the extrusion process beginning when the expansion cone 205 is within 
about 5 feet from completion of the extrusion process. 

Alternatively, or in combination, the wall thickness of the upper end portion 
21Cd of the tubular member is tapered in order to gradually reduce the required 
operating pressure for plastically dafomtlng and radially expanding the upper end 
portion of the tubular mamber. In this manner, shock loading of the apparatus may be 
at least partially minimized. 

Alternatively, or in combination, a shock absorber is provided in the support 
member 225 in order to absorb the shock caused by the sudden release of pressure. 
The shock absorber may comprise, for example, any conventional commercially 
available shock absorber adapted for use In wellbore operations. 

Alternatively, or 5n combination, an expansion cone catching structure is 
provided In the upper end portion 210d of the tubular member 210 In order to catch or 
at least decelerate the expansion cons 205. 

In a preferred embodiment, the apparatus 200 is adapted to minimize tensile, 
burst, and Motion effects upon the tubular member 210 during th® expansion process. 
These ©Weds will be depend upon the geometry of the expansion cone 203, the 
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material composition of th© tubular member 210 and expansion rone 205, the inner 
diameter of the tubular member 210, the wall thickness of the tubular member 210, the 
type of lubricant, and the yield strength of the tubular member 210. In general, the 
thicker the wall thickness, th© smaller the inner diameter, and the greater the yield 
5 strength of the tubular member 21 0, then the greater the operating pressures required 
to extrude the tubular member 21 0 off of the expansion cone 205. 

For typical tubular members 210, the extrusion of the tubular member 210 off of 
the expansion cone 205 will begin when the pressure of the interior region 230 
reaches, for example, approximately 500 to 9,000 psi. 

10 During the extrusion process, the expansion cone 205 may be raised out of the 

expanded portion of the (tubular member 210 at rates ranging, for example, from about 
0 to 5 ft/sec in a preferred embodiment, during the extrusion process, the expansion 
oone 205 is raised out off th© expanded portion of the tubular member 210 at rates 
ranging from about 0 to 2 ft/sec in order to rranimize the time required for the expansion 

15 process while also permitting easy control of the expansion process. 

As illustrated in FIG. 19, one® the extrusion process is completed, the 
expansion corce 205 Bs msmoved from the wellbor© 100. In a preferred embodiment, 
either b©for© or after the removal of the expansion cone 205, the integrity of the flutfdic 
seal of the overtapping joint between the upper end portion 210d of the tubular member 

20 210 and the tower end portfon 1 15a of the preexisting wellbora casing 1 15 is tested 
using conventional methods. 

In a preferred dxmbodiment, if the flukJi c seal of the overlapping joint between 
the upp©r end portion 2 1 0d of the tubular member 21 0 and the lower end portion 1 1 5a 
of thQ casing 1 15 is satisfectory, then any uncured portion of th® material 255 within the 

25 expanded tubular member 210 is then removed in a conventional manner such as, for 
example, circulating the uncured material out of the interior of the expanded tubular 
member 210. Th© expansion eon® 205 is then pulfled out of th© wellbora section 130 
and a drill bR or mil is used in combination with a conventional drilling assembty to drill 
out any hanterod material 255 within the tubiiar member 210. In a preferred 

30 embodiment, the material 255 within the annular ragten 260 is then allowed to folly 
cure. 

As Illustrated in FIG. 20, the bottom portfon 305c of the shoe 305 may then be 
removed by drilling out the bottom portion of the shoe using conventional drilling 
methods. Th© wellbor© 100 may then be extended in a conventional manner using a 
35 conventional drilling assembly. In a preferred embodiment, the inside diameter of the 
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extended portion of the wellbore is greater than the inside diameter of the radially 
expanded shoe 305. 

The method of FIGS. 12-20 may be repaatedly performed in order to provictea 
mono-diameter wellbore raising that includes overlapping waltbora casings. The 
overlapping wellbore casing preferably include outer annular layers of fluWic sealing 
material. Alternatively, the outer annular layers of fluidic sealing material may be 
omitted. In this manner, a mono-diameter wellbore casing may be foimsd within the 
subterranean formation that extends for tens of thousands of feet. More generally still, 
the teachings of FIGS. 12-20 may be used to form a monc-diamater wellbore casing, a 
pipeline, a structural support, or a tunnel within a subterranean formation at any 
orientation from the vertical to the horizontal. 

In a preferred embodiment, the formation of a mono-diameter wellbore casing, 
as illustrated in FIGS. 12-20, is further provided as disclosed In one or more of the 
following: (1) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/454.139, attorney docket no. 
25791.03.02, filed on 12/3/1989. (2) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/510,913. 
attorney docket no. 25791 .7.02. filed on 2/23/2000. (3) U.S. patent application serial 
no. 09/502,350, attorney docket no. 25791 .8.02. fHsd on 2/1072000. (4) U.S. patent 
application serial no. 09/440.338, attorney docket no. 25791.9.02, filed on 1 1/15/1899. 
(5) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/523.460, attorney docket no. 25791 .1 1 .02, fited 
on 3/10/2000. (8) U.S. patent application serial no. 08/512.895. attorney docket no. 
25791.12.02. filed on 2/24/2000. (7) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/511.841. 
attorney docket no. 25791.18.02. filed on 2/24/2000. (8) U.S. patent application serial 
no. 09/588,946. attorney docket no. 25791.17.02, filed on 6/7/2000. (9) U.S. patent 
application serial no. 09/559,122. attorney docket no. 25791 .23.02, filed on 4/28/2000, 
(10) PCT patent application serial no. PCT/USOO/18635, attorney docket no. 
25791.25.02. filed on 7/9/2000, (11) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
607182.671. attorney docket no. 25791.27, filed on 11/1/1989. (12) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/154.047, attorney docket no. 25791 .29, filed on 
9/16/1999. (13) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/159,082, attorney 
docket no. 25791.34. fifed on 10/12/1898. (14) U.S. provisional patent application serial 
no. 60/159.038, attorney docket no. 25781.36, fited on 10/12/1999, (15) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial rco. 60/1 59,033. attorney docket no. 25791.37, fited 
on 10/12/1889. (18) U.S. provisional patent appfcaflon serial no. 60/212,359. attarrray 
docket no. 25781.38. fifed on 6/19/2000. (17) U.S. provisional patent application serial 
no. 60/165.228, attorney docket no. 25781.38, filed on 11/12/1898. (18) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/221 ,443, attorney docket no. 25791.45, filed 
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on 7/28/2000, (19) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/221 ,845, attorney 
docket no. 25791.46, filed on 7/28/2000, (20) U.S. provisional patent application serial 
no. 60/233,638, attorney docket no. 25791 .47, filed on 9/18/2000, (21) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial.no. 60/237,334, attorney docket no. 25791 .48, filed on 
10/2/2000, and (22) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/262,434, attorney 
docket no. 25791.51, filed on 1/17/2001, the disclosures of which are incorporated 
herein by reference. 

In several alternative embodiments, the apparatus 200 and 300 are used to 
form and/or repair wellbor© casings, pipelines, and/or structural supports. 

In several alternative embodiments, the folded geometries of the shoes 215 and 
305 are provided In accordance with the teachings of U.S. Patent Nos. 5,425,559 
and/or 5,784,702, the disctosures of which are incorporated herein by reference. 

An apparatus tor forming a wellbore casing In a borehole located in a 
subterranean formation induding a preexisting wellbore rasing has been described that 
includes a support member including a first flucd passage, an expansion cone coupled 
to th© support member including a second fluid passage fluldicly coupled to the first 
fluid passage, an expandable tubular liner movably coupled to the expansion cone, and 
an expandable shoe coupled to the expandable tubular loner. In a preferred 
embodiment, th® expansion cone is expandable. In a preferred embodiment, the 
expandable shoe includes a valveable fluid passage for controlling (the flow of fluldlc 
materials out of the expandabBe shoe. In a preferred embodiment, the expandable 
shoe includes: an expandable portion and a remaining portion, wherein the outer 
circumference of the expandable portion is greater than the outer drcuimferene© of the 
remaining portion. In a preferod embodiment, the expandable portion includes: one or 
more inward folds. In a preferred embodiment, the expandable portton Indudes: one or 
more corrugations. In a preferred embodiment, the expandable shoe Includes: one or 
more inward folds. In a preferred embodiment, the expandable shoe includes: one or 
more corrugations. 

A shoe has also been described that includes an upper annular portion, an 
intermediate annular portion, and a tower annular portion, wherein the intermediate 
annular portton has an cuter dmcumferenoa that is terger than the outer drcumferences 
of the upper and lower annular portions, In a preferred embodiment, th® towssr annular" 
portion indudes a valveable fluid passage for oon&olllng th© flow of flutdic materials out 
of the shoe. In a preferred embodiment, the intermediate portion indudes on® or rotor® 
inward folds. In a preferred embodiment the intermediate portton indudes one or more 
corrugations. 
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A method of forming a wellbore casing in a subterranean formation having a 
preexisting wellbore casing positioned in a borehole has also been described that 
Includes installing a tubular liner, an expansion cone, and a shoe in the borehole, 
radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe by injecting a fluldic material into the 
shoe, and radially expanding at least a portion of the tubular liner by injecting a fluidic 
material into the borehole below the expansion cone. In a preferred embodiment, the 
method further includes radially expanding the expansion cone. In a preferred 
embodiment, methcd farther includes lowering the expansion cone into the radially 
expanded portion of the shoe, and radially expanding the expansion cone. In a 
preferred embodiment, the method further includes radially expanding at least a portion 
of the shoe and the tubular liner by injecting a fluidic material Into the borehole below 
the radially expanded expansion cone. In a preferred embodiment, the method further 
includes Injecting a hardenable fluidic sealing material into an annulus between the 
tubular liner and the borehole. In a preferred embodiment, the method further includes 
radially expanding at least a portion of the preexisting wellbore casing. In a preferred 
embodiment, the method further includes overtopping a portion of the radially 
expanded tubular liner with a portion of the preexisting wellbore casing. In a preferred 
embodiment, the inside diameter of the radially expanded tubular liner is substantially 
equal to the inside diameter of a nonoveriapplng portion of the preexisting wellbore 
casing. In a preferred embodiment, the method further includes applying an axial force 
to the expansion cone. On a preferred embodiment, the inside diameter of the radially 
expanded shoe is greater than or equal to the inside diameter of the radially expanded 
tubular Diner. 

An apparatus for forming a wellbore casing in a subterranean formation having 
a preexisting wellbore casing positioned in a borehole has also been described that 
Includes means for Installing a tubular liner, an expansion cone, and a shoe in ths 
borehole, means for radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe, and means for 
radially expanding at least a portion of the tubular liner. In a preferred embodiment, the 
apparatus further Includes means for radially expanding the expansion cone. In a 
30 preferred em&cdimentt, tie apparatus further includes means for lowering the 

expansion cone Into the radially expanded portion of the shoe, and means for radially 
expanding the expansion cone. In a preferred embodiment, the apparatus further 
includes means for injecting a fluidic material into the borehofe below the radially 
expanded expansion cone. In a preferred embodiment, the apparatus further Includes 
35 means for injecting a hardenable fluidic sealing material Into an annulus between the 
tubular liner and the borehole. In a preferred embodiment, the apparatus further 
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includes means for radially expanding at least a portion of the preexisting wellbore 
casing. !n a preferred embodiment, the apparatus further includes means for 
overlapping a portion of the radially expanded tubular liner with a portion of the 
preexisting wellbore casing. In a preferred embodiment, the inside diameter of the 
radially expanded tubular liner is substantially equal to the inside diameter of a 
ncnoveriapplng portion of the preexisting wellbore casing. In a preferred embodiment, 
the apparatus further includes means for applying an axial force to the expansion cone. 
In a preferred embodiment, the inside diameter of the radially expanded shoe is greater 
than or equal to the inside diameter of the radially expanded tubular liner. 

An apparatus for forming a wellbore casing within a subterranean formation 
including a preexisting wellbore casing positioned In a borehole has also bsen 
described that includes a tubular liner and means for radially expanding and coupling 
the tubular liner to an overlapping portion of the preexisting wallbore casing. The 
inside diameter of the radially expanded tubular liner is substantially equal to the inside 
diameter of a non-overiapping portion of the preexisting wallbore casing. 

A wellbore casing positioned in a borehole within a subterranean formation has 
also been described that includes a first welbore casing and a second wallbore casing 
coupled to and overlapping with the ftrst wellbore casing, wherein the second wallbore 
casing is coupled to the first wellbore casing by the process of: installing the second 
wellbore casing, an expansion cone, and a shoe in the borehole, radially expanding at 
least a portion of the shoe by injecting a flutdic material into the shoe, and radially 
expanding at least a portion of the second wellborn casing by Injecting a fluid ic material 
Into the borehole below the expansion cone. In a preferred embodiment, the process 
for forming the wellbore casing further includes radially expanding the expansion con®. 
In a preferred embodiment, the process for forming the wellbore casing further includes 
lowering the expansion cone into the radially expanded portion of tin© she®, and radlSatly 
expanding the Expansion cone. In a preferred embedimant, the process for forming the 
wallbore casing further includes radially expanding at least a portion off the shoe and 
the second wellbora casing by Injecting a fluldlc material into the borehole betow the 
racially expanded expansion cone. Dn a preferred embodiment, the process for forming 
the wellbore casing further includes injecting a haidenabls fluidlc sealing material into 
an annulus between the second wellbore casing and the borehole. On a preferred 
embodiment, the process for forming the welfoore casing further includes radially 
expanding at least a portion of the first wellbora casing. In a preferred embodiment, 
the process for forming the wellbore casing further includes overlapping a portion of the 
radially expanded second weBbora casing with a portion off the first wallboir® casing. In 
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a preferred embodiment, the inside diameter of the radially expanded second wellbore 
casing is substantially equal to the inside diameter of a nonovartapping portion of the 
first wellbore casing. In a preferred embodiment, the process for forming the wallbor© 
casing further includes applying an axial force to the expansion cone. In a preferred 
embodiment, the inside diameter of the radialty expanded shoe is greater than or equal 
to the inside diameter of the radially expanded second wellbore casing. 

A method of forming a tubular structure In a subterranean formation having a 
preexisting tubular member positioned in a borehole has also been described that 
Includes installing a tubular liner, an expansion cone, and a shoe In the borehole, 
radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe by injecting a fiuWic material into the 
shoe, and radially expanding at feast a portion cJ the tubular liner by infecting a fluidlc 
material Into the borehole below the expansion cone. In a preferred embodiment, the 
method further Includes radially expanding the expansion cone. In a preferred 
embodiment, the method further includes lowering the expansion cone intothe radially 
expanded portion of the shoe, and radially expanding the expansion cone. In a 
preferred embodiment, the method further includes radially expanding at feast a portion 
off the shoe and the tubular liner by injecting a fluidlc material into the borehole below 
th© radially expanded expansion oone. In a preferred embodiment, th© method further 
Includes Injecting a hardenable fluldic sealing material into an annulus between the 
tubular liner and the borahote. In a preferred embodiment, the method further includes 
radially expanding at least a portion of the preexisting tubular member. In a preferred 
embodiment, the method further includes overlapping a portion of the radially 
expanded tubular liner with a portion of the preexisting tubular member. In a preferred 
embodiment, the inside diameter of the radially expanded tubular liner 5s substantially 
equal to th® Inside diameter of a nonoveriapping portion of the preexisting tubular 
member. In a preferred embodiment, the method further includes applying an axial 
fore® to the expansion cons. In a preferred embodiment, the inside diameter of She 
radially expanded shoe Is greater than or equal to the inside diameter of the radially 
expanded tubular liner. 

An apparatus for forming a tubular structure In a subterranean formation having 
a preexisting tubular member positioned in a borehole has also been described that 
includes means for installing a tubular liner, an expansion cone, and a shoe In the 
borehole, means for radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe, and means for 
radially expanding at least a portion cJ the tubular liner. In a preferred embodiment, the 
apparatus further includes means for radially expanding the expansion cone. In a 
preferred embodiment, the apparatus further includes means for tarring the 
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expansion cone into the radially expanded portion of the sho®, and means for radially 
expanding the expansion cone. In a preferred embodiment, the apparatus further 
includes means far injecting a fluidlc material into the borehole below the radially 
expanded expansion cone. In a preferred embodiment, the apparatus further indudes 
5 means for injecting a hardenable fluidlc sealing material into an annulus between the 
tubular liner and the borehole. In a preferred embodiment, the apparatus further 
Includes means for radially expanding at least a portion of the preexisting tubular 
- member. In a preferred embodiment, the apparatus further includes means for 
overtopping a portion of the radially ©xpand®d tubular liner with a portion of the 

1 0 preexisting tubular member. In a preferred embodiment, the inside diameter of the 
radially expanded tubular liner Is substantially equal to the inside diameter of a 
nonowerHapping portion of the preexisting tubular member. In a pnef erred embodiment, 
the apparatus further Includes means for applying an axial force to the expansion cone. 
In a preferred embodiment, the insid® diameter of the radially expanded shoe is greater 

1 5 than or equal to the inside diameter of the radially expanded tubular liner. 

An apparatus for fomrring a tubular structure within a subterranean formation 
including a preexisting tubular member positioned En a borehole has also been 
described that includes a tubular liner and means foe radially expanding and coupling 
the tubular liner to an overlapping portion of th® preexisting tubular member. The 

20 inside diameter of the radially expanded tubular liner Is substantially equal to the inside 
diameter of a non-overiappircg portion of thef preexisting tubular member. 

A tubular structure positterxsd in a borehole within a subterranean formation has 
also been described that lnrilud®8 a first tubular member and a second tubular member 
coupled to and overlapping with the first tubular member, wherein the second tubular 

25 member Es coupled to the first tubular member by th© process of: installing the second 
tubular member, an expansion cone, and a shoe in the borehole, radially expanding at 
least a portion of ihe shoe by injecting a fJutdle material Into the shoe, and radially 
expanding at (east a portion of the second tubular member by injecting a flutdie material 
into the borehole below the expansion cone, in a prafemed embodiment, the process 

30 for forming the tubular structure further includes radtellly expanding the expansion cone. 
In a preferred embodiment, the process for forming the tubular structure further 
includes Cowering the expansion cone Into the radially expanded portion of the shoe, 
and radially expanding the expansion oone. In a preferred embodiment, the process 
for forming the tubular structure further Inctudes radially expanding at least a portion of 

35 the sho® and the second tubular member by injeciimg a flucdie material into the 

borehole telow the radially expanded ©xpanston goto®, in a preferred Embodiment, the 
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process for forming the tubular structure further includes injecting a hardenable flukJic 
sealing material into an annulus between the second tubular member and the borehole. 
In a preferred embodiment, the process for forming the tubular structure further 
includes radially expanding at least a portion of the first tubular member. In a preferred 
5 embodiment, the process for fbnning the tubular structure further includes overlapping 
a portion of the radially expanded second tubular member with a portion of the first 
tubular member. In a preferred embodiment, the Inside diameter of the radially 
expanded second tubufer member is substantially equal to the inside diameter of a 
nonovertapping portion of the first tubular member. In a preferred embodiment, the 

10 process for forming the tubular structure further includes applying an axial force to the 
expansion cone. In a preferred embodiment, the inside diameter of the radially 
expanded shoe is greater than or equal to the inside diameter of the radially expanded 
second tubular member. 

Although illustrative embodiments of the invention have been shown and 

15 described, a wide range of modification, changes and substitution is contemplated in 
the foregoing disclosure. In some Instances, some features of the present invention 
may be employed without a corresponding use of the other features. Accordingly, It is 
appropriate that the appended claims be construed broadly and in a manner consistent 
with the scope of the invention. 
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1. A tubular structure positioned in a borehole within a subterranean formation, 
comprising: 

5 a first tubular member; and 

a second tubular member coupled to and overlapping with the first tubular 
member, 

wherein the second tubular member is coupled to the first tubular member by 
the process of: 

10 installing the second tubular member, an expansion cone, and a shoe that 

defines an Interior region for containing fiuidic materials in the borehole; 

radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe by injecting a fiuidic material 
into the interior region of the shoe; and 

radially expanding at least a portion of the second tubular member by injecting 
1 5 a fluidic material into the borehole below the expansion cone. 

2, The tubular structure of claim 1 , wherein the process further comprises: 

radially expanding the expansion cone. 

20 3. The tubular structure of claim 1 . wherein the process further comprises: 

lowering the expansion cone into the radially expanded portion of the shoe; and 
radially expanding the expansion cone. 

4. The tubular structure of claim 3, wherein the process further comprises: 

25 radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe and the second tubular member 

by injecting a fiuidic material into the borehole below the radially expanded expansion 
cone. 

5. The tubular structure of claim 1 , wherein the process further comprises: 

30 injecting a hardenabJe fiuidic sealing material into an annulus between the 

second tubular member and the borehole. 

6. The tubular structure of claim 1 , wherein the process further comprises: 
radially expanding at least a portion of the first tubular member. 

35 

7. The tubular structure of claim 6, wherein the process further comprises: 
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overlapping a portion of the radially expanded second tubular member with a 
portion of the first tubular member. 

8. The tubular structure of claim 7, wherein the inside diameter of the radially 

5 expanded second tubular member is substantially equal to the inside diameter of a 
nonoverlapping portion of the first tubular member. 

9. The tubular structure of claim 6, wherein the process further comprises: 
applying an axtal force to the expansion cone. 

0 

1 0. The tubular structure of claim 1 , wherein the inside diameter of the radially 
expanded shoe is greater than or substantially equal to the inside diameter of the 
radially expanded second tubular member. 



Claims 
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1 . An apparatus for forming a wellbore casing in a borehole located in a 
subterranean formation including a preexisting wellbore casing, comprising: 

5 a support member including a first fluid passage; 

an expansion cone coupled to the support member including a second fluid 

passage fluldicly coupled to the first fluid passage; 
an expandable tubular liner movably coupled to the expansion cone; and 
an expandable shoe coupled to the expandable tubular liner. 

10 

2. The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the expansion cone is expandable. 

3. The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the expandable shoe includes a vatveable fluid 
passage for controlling the flow of fluidic materials out of the expandable shoe. 

15 

4. The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the expandable shoe includes: 
an expandable portion; and 

a remaining portion coupled to the expandable portion; 
wherein the outer circumference of the expandable portion Is greater than the 
20 outer circumference of the remaining portion. 

5. The apparatus of claim 4, wherein the expandable portion includes: 
one or more inward folds. 

25 6. The apparatus of claim 4, wherein the expandable portion Includes: 
one or more corrugations. 

7. The apparatus of claim 1 f wherein the expandable shoe includes: 
one or more inward folds. 

30 

8. The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the expandable shoe includes: 
one or more corrugations. 
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A shoe, comprising: 

an upper annular portion; 

an intermediate annular portion coupled to the upper annular portion; and 
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a lower annular portion coupled to the intermediate portion; 

wherein the intermediate annular portion has an outer circumference that is 

larger than the outer circumferences of the upper and lower annular 

portions. 

5 

10. The shoe of claim 9, wherein the tower annular portion includes a valveable fluid 
passage for controlling the flow of fluidic materials out of the shoe. 

1 1 . The shoe of claim 9, wherein the intermediate portion includes: 
10 one or more inward folds. 

12. The shoe of claim 9. wherein the intermediate portion includes: 
one or more corrugations. 

15 13. A method of forming a wellbore casing in a subterranean formation having a 
preexisting weHbore casing positioned in a borehole, comprising: 

installing a tubular liner, an expansion cone, and a shoe in the borehole; 
radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe by injecting a fluidic material 
into the shoe; and 

20 radially expanding at least a portion of the tubular liner by injecting a fluidic 

material into the borehole below the expansion cone. 

14. The method of claim 13, further comprising: 
radially expanding the expansion cone. 

25 

15. The method of claim 13, further comprising: 

lowering the expansion cone into the radially expanded portion of the shoe; and 
radially expanding the expansion cone. 

30 16. The method of claim 15, further comprising: 

radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe and the tubular liner by injecting 
a fluidic material into the borehole below the radially expanded 
expansion cone. 
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The method of claim 13, further comprising: 
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Injecting a hardenable fluidic sealing material into an annulus between the 
tubular liner and the borehole. 

The method of claim 1 3, further comprising: 
radially expanding at least a portion of the preexisting wellbore casing. 

1 9. The method of claim 1 8, further comprising: 

overlapping a portion of the radially expanded tubular liner with a portion of the 
preexisting weHbore casing. 

10 

20. The method of claim 1 9, wherein the Inside diameter of the radially expanded 
tubular liner is substantially equal to or greater than the inside diameter of a 
nonovertapping portion of the preexisting wellbore casing. 

15 21 The method of claim 18, further comprising: 
applying an axial force to the expansion cone. 

22. The method of claim 1 3, wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded 
shoe is greater than or substantially equal to the inside diameter of the radially 

20 expanded tubular liner. 

23. An apparatus for forming a wellbore casing in a subterranean formation having a 
preexisting wellbore casing positioned in a borehole, comprising: 

means for installing a tubular liner, an expansion cone, and a shoe in the 
25 borehole; 

means for radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe by injecting a fluidic 

material into the shoe; and 
means for radially expanding at least a portion of the tubular liner by injecting a 

fluidic material into the borehole below the expansion cone. 

30 

24. The apparatus of claim 23, further comprising: 
means for radially expanding the expansion cone. 




25. The apparatus of claim 23, further comprising: 
35 means for lowering the expansion cone into the radially expanded portion of the 

shoe; and 
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means for radially expanding the expansion cone. 



26. The apparatus of claim 25. further comprising: 

means for injecting a fluidic material into the borehole below the radially 
expanded expansion cone. 

27. The apparatus of claim 23, further comprising: 

means for injecting a hardenable fluidic sealing material into an annulus 
between the tubular liner and the borehole. 

28. The apparatus of claim 23, further comprising: 

means for radially expanding at least a portion of the preexisting weflbore 
casing. 

29. The apparatus of daim 28, further comprising: 

means for overlapping a portion of the radially expanded tubular liner with a 
portion of the preexisting wellbore casing. 

30. The apparatus of claim 29, wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded 
tubular liner is substantially equal to the inside diameter of a nonoveriapping portion of 
the preexisting wellbore casing. 

31. The apparatus of claim 28, further comprising: 
means for applying an axial force to the expansion cone. 

32. The apparatus of claim 23, wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded 
shoe is greater than or substantially equal to the inside diameter of the radially 
expanded tubular liner. 

33. An apparatus for forming a wellbore casing within a subterranean formation 
including a preexisting wellbore casing positioned in a borehole, comprising: 

a tubular liner, and 

means for radially expanding and coupling the tubular liner to an overlapping 
portion of the preexisting wellbore casing; 
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wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded tubular liner is 

substantially equal to the Inside diameter of a non-overlapping portion of 
the preexisting wellborn casing. 

5 34. A wellbore casing positioned in a borehole within a subterranean formation, 
comprising: 

a first wellbore casing ; and 

a second wellbore casing coupled to and overlapping with the first wellbore 
casing; 

10 wherein the second wellbore casing is coupled to the first wellbore casing by 

the process of: 

installing the second wellbore casing, an expansion cone, and a shoe in 
the borehole; 

radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe by injecting a fluidic 
15 material into the shoe; and 

radially expanding at least a portion of the second wellbore casing by 
Injecting a fluidic material into the borehole below the expansion 
cone. 

20 35. The wellbore casing of claim 34, wherein the process further comprises: 
radially expanding the expansion cone. 

36. The wellbore casing of claim 34, wherein the process further comprises: 
lowering the expansion cone into the radially expanded portion of the shoe; and 

25 radially expanding the expansion cone. 

37. The wellbore casing of claim 36, wherein the process further comprises: 
radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe and the second wellbore casing 

by Injecting a fluidic material into the borehole below the radially 
30 expanded expansion cone. 

38. The wellbore casing of claim 34, wherein the process further comprises: 
injecting a hardenaWe fluidic sealing material into an annulus between the 

second wellbore casing and the borehole. 

35 

39. The wellbore casing of claim 34, wherein the process further comprises: 
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radially expanding at least a portion of the first wellbore casing. 

40. The wellbore casing of claim 39, wherein the process further comprises: 

overlapping a portion of the radially expanded second wellbore casing with a 
portion of the first wellbore casing. 

41 . The wellbore casing of claim 40, wherein the inside diameter of the radially 
expanded second wellbore casing is substantially equal to the inside diameter of a 
nonoverlapping portion of the first wellbore casing. 

42. The wellbore casing of claim 39, wherein the process further comprises: 
applying an axial force to the expansion cone. 

43. The wellbore casing erf claim 34, wherein the inside diameter of the radially 
expanded shoe is greater than or substantially equal to the inside diameter of the 
radially expanded second wellbore casing. 

44. A method erf forming a tubular structure in a subterranean formation having a 
preexisting tubular member positioned in a borehole, comprising: 

installing a tubular liner, an expansion cone, and a shoe in the borehole; 
radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe by injecting a flutdic material 
into the shoe; and 

radially expanding at least a portion of the tubular liner by injecting a fluidic 
material into the borehole below the expansion cone. 

45. The method of claim 44, further comprising: 
radially expanding the expansion cone. 

46. The method of claim 44, further comprising: 

lowering the expansion cone into the radially expanded portion of the shoe; and 
radially expanding the expansion cone. 

47. The method of dalm 46, further comprising: 

radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe and the tubular liner by injecting 
a fluidic material Into the borehole below the radially expanded 
expansion cone. 
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48. The method of claim 44, further comprising: 

injecting a hardenable fluidic sealing material into an annulus between the 
tubular liner and the borehole. 

49. The method of claim 44, further comprising: 

radially expanding at least a portion of the preexisting tubular member. 

50. The method of claim 49, further comprising: 

overlapping a portion of the radially expanded tubular liner with a portion of the 
preexisting tubular member to provide a load bearing interface and a 
fluidic seal. 

51. The method of claim 50, wherein the Inside diameter of the radially expanded 
tubular liner is substantially equal to the inside diameter of a nonoveriapping portion of 
the preexisting tubular member. 

52. The method of dalm 49, further comprising: 
applying an axial force to the expansion cone. 

53. The method of claim 44, wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded 
shoe Is greater than or substantially equal to the inside diameter of the radially 
expanded tubular liner. 

54. An apparatus for forming a tubular structure in a subterranean formation having a 
preexisting tubular member positioned in a borehole, comprising: 

means for installing a tubular liner, an expansion cone, and a shoe in the 
borehole; 

means for radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe; and 
means for radially expanding at least a portion of the tubular liner. 

55. The apparatus of claim 54, further comprising: 
means for radially expanding the expansion cone. 



56. The apparatus of dalm 54, further comprising: 
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means for lowering the expansion cone into the radially expanded portion of the 
shoe; and 

means for radially expanding the expansion cone. 

5 57. The apparatus of claim 58, further comprising: 

means for injecting a flufdic material into the borehole below the radially 
expanded expansion cone. 

58. The apparatus of claim 54, further comprising: 

10 means for injecting a hardenable fluldic sealing material into an annulus 

between the tubular liner and the borehole. 

59. The apparatus of claim 54, further comprising: 

means for radial ly expanding at least a portion of the preexisting tubular 
15 member. 

60. The apparatus of claim 59, further comprising: 

means for overlapping a portion of the radially expanded tubular liner with a 
portion of the preexisting tubular member to provide a load bearing 
20 interface and a fhjidic seal. 

61 . The apparatus of claim 60, wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded 
tubular liner is substantially equal to the inside diameter of a nonoverlapping portion of 
the preexisting tubular member. 

25 

62. The apparatus of claim 59, further comprising: 

means for applying an axial force to the expansion cone. 

63. The apparatus of claim 54, wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded 
30 shoe Is greater than or substantially equal to the inside diameter of the radially 

expanded tubular liner. 
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64. An apparatus for forming a tubular structure within a subterranean formation 
including a preexisting tubular member positioned in a borehole, comprising: 
a tubular Oner, and 
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moans for radially expanding and coupling the tubular liner to an overlapping 

portion of the preexisting tubular member; 
wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded tubular liner is 

substantially equal to the inside diameter of a non-overlapping portion of 

the preexisting tubular member. 

65. A tubular structure positioned in a borehole within a subterranean formation, 
comprising: 

a first tubular member; and 

a second tubular member coupled to and overlapping with the first tubular 
member; 

wherein the second tubular member is coupled to the first tubular member by 
the process of: 

installing the second tubular member, an expansion cone, and a shoe in 
the borehole; 

radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe by injecting a fluldic 

material into the shoe; and 
radially expanding at least a portion of the second tubular member by 

injecting a fluldic material into the borehole below the expansion 

cone. 

66. The tubular structure of claim 65, wherein the process further comprises: 

radially expanding the expansion cone. 

67. The tubular structure of claim 65, wherein the process further comprises: 

lowering the expansion cone into the radially expanded portion of the shoe; and 
radially expanding the expansion cone. 

68. The tubular structure of claim 67, wherein the process further comprises: 

. radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe and the second tubular member 
by injecting a fluidlc material Into the borehole below the radially 
expanded expansion cone. 



69. 



The tubular structure of claim 65, wherein the process further comprises: 
Injecting a hardenable fluldic sealing material into an annulus between the 
second tubular member and the borehole. 



40 



70. The tubular structure of claim 65, wherein the process further comprises: 

radially expanding at least a portion of the first tubular member. 

71 . The tubular structure of claim 70, wherein the process further comprises: 

overlapping a portion of the radially expanded second tubular member with a 
portion of the first tubular member. 

72. The tubular structure of claim 71 , wherein the inside diameter of the radially 
expanded second tubular member is substantially equal to the inside diameter of a 
nonovenapplng portion of the first tubular member. 

73. The tubular structure of daim 70, wherein the process further comprises: 

applying an axial force to the expansion cone. 

74. The tubular structure of claim 65, wherein the inside diameter of the radially 
expanded shoe is greater than or substantially equal to the inside diameter of the 
radially expanded second tubular member. 

75. An apparatus for forming a wellbore casing in a borehole located In a 
subterranean formation including a preexisting wellbore casing, comprising: 

a support member including a first fluid passage; 

an expandable expansion cone coupled to the support member including a 

second fluid passage fluldicry coupled to the first fluid passage; 
an expandable tubular liner movably coupled to the expansion cone; and 
an expandable shoe coupled to the expandable tubular liner comprising: 

a vafweable fluid passage for controlling the flow of fluidic materials out 
of the expandable shoe; 

an expandable portion including one or more inward folds; and 

a remaining portion coupled to the expandable portion; 

wherein the outer circumference of the expandable portion is greater 
than the outer circumference of the remaining portion. 

76. A shoe, comprising: 

an upper annular portion; 
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an intermediate annular portion coupled to the upper annular portion including 

on® or mors inward folds; and 
a \omr annular portion coupled to the intermediate portion including a 

valveable fluid passage for controlling the flow of fiuidic materials out of 

the shoe; 

wherein the intermediate annular portton has an outer drcumference that is 
larger than the outer circumferences of the upper and tower annular 
portions. 

77. A method of forming a wellbore rasing in a subtefTanean formation having a 
preexisting wellbor® casing positioned in a borehole, comprising: 

installing a tubular Diner, an expansion cone, and a shoe in the borehole; 
radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe by injecting a fiuidic material 
into the shoe; 

tearing th© ©xpanslon cone into the radially expanded portion of the shoe; 
radially expanding the expansion cone; 

radially expanding at least a portion of the tubular liner by Injecting a fiuidic 

material Into the borehole below the expansion cone; and 
overlapping a portion of the radially expanded tubular linor with a portton of the 

preexisting wellbore rasing; 
wherein the inscde diameter off the radially expanded shoe is greater than or 

substantially equal to the inside diameter of the radially expanded 

tubular liner; and 
wherein the Imstd© dlam©t©r c? the radially ©xpandod tubular liner is 
substantially equal to or greater than the instoe diameter of a.nonoveriapping 
portion of the preexisting wellbore rasing. 

78. An apparatus for forming a wellborn rasing in a subterranean formation having a 
preexisting w©llbore rasing positioned in a borehole, comprising: 

means for installing © tubular liner, an expansion cone, and a shoe In the 
borehole; 

moans for (radially expanding at bast a portton of th® shoe by injecflng a fiuidic 

rhaterial into the shoe; 
means for towering the expansion cone into the radially expanded portion of the 

shoe; 

msaros for radially (expanding the expansion cone; 
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means for radially expanding at least a portion of the tubular liner by injecting a 
fluidic material into the borehole below the radially expanded expansion 
cone; 

means for radially expanding at least a portion of the preexisting wellbore 
casing; and 

means for overlapping a portion of the radially expanded tubular liner with a 

portion of the preexisting wellbore casing; 
wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded shoe is greater than or 

substantially equal to the inside diameter of the radially expanded 

tubular liner, and 
wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded tubular liner is 

substantially equal to the inside diameter of a nonoverlapping portion of 

the preexisting wellbore casing. 

79. A wellbore casing positioned in a borehole within a subterranean formation, 
comprising: 

a first wellbore casing; and 

a second wellbore casing coupled to and overlapping with the first wellbore 
casing; 

wherein the second wellbore casing is coupled to the first wellbore casing by 
the process of : 

installing the second wellbore casing, an expansion cone, and a shoe in 
the borehole; 

radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe by injecting a fluidic 

material into the shoe; 
lowering the expansion cone into the radially expanded portion of the 

shoe; 

radially expanding the expansion cone; 

radially expanding at least a portion of the second wellbore casing by 
Injecting a fluidic material into the borehole below the radially 
expanded expansion cone; and 

overlapping a portion of the radially expanded second wellbore casing 
with a portion of the first wellbore casing; 
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wherein the Inside diameter of the radially expanded shoe is greater 
than or substantially equal to the inside diameter of the radially 
expanded second wellbore casing; and 

wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded second wellbore 
5 casing is substantially equal to the inside diameter of a 

nonovertapping portion of the first wellbore casing. 

80. A method of forming a tubular structure in a subterranean formation having a 
preexisting tubular member positioned in a borehole, comprising: 

10 installing a tubular liner, an expansion cone, and a shoe in the borehole; 

radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe by injecting a fluidic material 
into the shoe; 

lowering the expansion cone into the radially expanded portion of the shoe; 
radially expanding the expansion cone; 
1 5 radially expanding at least a portion of the tubular liner by injecting a fluidic 

material into the borehole below the radially expanded expansion cone; 

and 

overlapping a portion of the radially expanded tubular liner with a portion of the 
preexisting tubular member to provide a load bearing interface and a 
20 fluidic sea); 

wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded shoe is greater than or 
substantially equal to the Inside diameter of the radially expanded 
tubular linen and 
wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded tubular liner is 
25 substantially equal to the Inside diameter of a nonovertapping portion of 

the preexisting tubular member. 

81. An apparatus for forming a tubular structure in a subterranean formation having a 
preexisting tubular member positioned in a borehole, comprising: 

30 means for installing a tubular liner, an expansion cone, and a shoe in the 

borehole; 

means for radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe; 
means for lowering the expansion cone into the radially expanded portion of the 
shoe; 

35 means for radially expanding the expansion cone; 

means for radially expanding at least a portion of the tubular liner, and 
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means for overlapping a portion of the radially expanded tubular liner with a 

portion of the preexisting tubular member to provide a load bearing 

interface and a fluidic seal; 
wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded shoe is greater than or 
5 substantially equal to the inside diameter of the radially expanded 

tubular liner, and 
wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded tubular liner is 

substantially equal to the inside diameter of a nonoverlapping portion of 

the preexisting tubular member. 

10 

82. A tubular structure positioned in a borehole within a subterranean formation, 
comprising: 

a first tubular member; and 

a second tubular member coupled to and overlapping with the first tubular 
15 member, 

wherein the second tubular member is coupled to the first tubular member by 
the process of : 

installing the second tubular member, an expansion cone, and a shoe in 
the borehole; 

20 radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe by injecting a fluidic 

material into the shoe; 
lowering the expansion cone into the radially expanded portion of the 
shoe; 

radially expanding the expansion cone; 
25 radially expanding at least a portion of the second tubular member by 

injecting a fluidic material into the borehole below the radially 
expanded expansion cone; and 
overlapping a portion of the radially expanded second tubular member 
with a portion of the first tubular member, 
30 wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded shoe is greater 

than or substantially equal to the Inside diameter of the radially 
expanded second tubular memben and 
wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded second tubular 
member is substantially equal to the inside diameter of a 
35 nonoverlapping portion of the first tubular member. 




I Office 8 



X 



o 



INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 



Application No: GB0423416.7 
Claims searched: 1 - 10 



Examiner: J D Cantrell 
Date of search: 11 November 2004 



Patents Act 1977: Search Report under Section 17 



Category 


Relevant 
to claims 


Identity of document and passage or figure of particular relevance 


A 




GB2387405 A 
ENVENTURE 



Categories: 



X Ponimmt jpdicarfre in* nf Tvweky nr mvCTtivfc A Document iwlicatine technological background aad/or state 

gtcp of the art. 

Y Pocmnrat indicating tact of invective step If P Document puWished on or after the declared priority date 
combined with one or more other documents of but before the filing date of thia invention. 

E Patent document published on or after, but with priority date 
earlier than, the filing date of thia application. 



A Member of the same patent family 



Field of Search: 

Search of GB, BP, WO & US patent documents classified in the following areas of the UKC* 



E1F 



Worldwide search of patent documents classified in the following areas of the IPC 07 



E21B 



The following opting and other databases have been used in die preparation of this search report 
ONLINE: EPOPOC, PAJ, WPI . 



An Executive Agency of the Department of Trade and Industry 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 
COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

yi LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 




